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The Timeline Tool 

Timeline provides a means to view activity of a set of entities (i.e., persons, places or things) 
over time. This is accomplished by generating a Near Entity search within the tool where the 
entity is associated with a date or time context and returning a visual display of when possible 
precursors of some activity occur. The idea is that events often start well before the reported 
result and that a standard operating procedure can be discovered to explain them. 

Multiple entities may be tracked and displayed simultaneously. The tool provides a collection 
of icons for uniquely identifying each entity on the display. Icons may also be color-coded to 
aid in identifying entities on larger Timeline models.  

Models may be named and stored in the analyst’s workspace, and shared with other users. 
This makes it possible to recall the display for later review and analysis. Analysts may store 
any number of named models. The display can be used to show as many as five models 
simultaneously. These can be synchronized so that all time intervals are aligned. This 
provides a simple visual display of concurrency. 
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